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Who am I?

▶ Bas Machielsen
▶ Assistant Professor Applied Economics
▶ Research:

▶ Economic History
▶ Political Economy
▶ Applied Microeconomics

▶ Strong focus on causal inference
▶ Research philosophy: case studies to illustrate a more general idea
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Political Connections and Firms

▶ Research question outlines:
▶ 𝐷𝑖 (Treatment): Politician in BoS/BoD of Firm
▶ 𝑌𝑖 (Outcome): Firm Performance
▶ Challenge: 𝐷𝑖 is not random, but correlated with a lot of 𝑋𝑖 that influence 𝑌𝑖.
▶ Potential to use matching methods and/or IV
▶ Lots of coding to create your dataset
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Politics, Development & Growth
▶ Relationship between Autocracy/Democracy and Economic Well-Being
▶ Seminal papers:

▶ Jones & Olken (2005): Do leaders matter?
▶ Acemoglu et al. (2019): Does democracy cause growth?

▶ Potentially nicer to look at lower-level (within-country) data
▶ 1900:
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Persistence of Historical Institutions

▶ Set-up:
▶ Outcome 𝑌𝑖 has “deep roots” caused by some 𝐷𝑖 long ago
▶ This 𝐷𝑖 usually did not came to be randomly, but at the margin, it did
▶ Example (Dell 2011): Spanish conquest of Latin America was bounded by

mountainous areas
▶ Comparing villages just within vs. just outside of the old imperial borders

▶ Other seminal papers:
▶ Acemoglu et al. (2011), Occupied areas by Napoleon in Germany do better
▶ Dell & Olken (2020): Positive development effects of extractive colonialism in

Indonesia
▶ Voigtlander & Voth (2012): Deep roots of persecution in Nazi Germany
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Your Thesis

▶ If you want to answer a research question using:
▶ Microeconomic data (usually: individuals, municipalities, firms)
▶ Microeconometric techniques (IV/OLS, RDD, DiD)
▶ Faintly related to any of the subjects above, then I’d love to supervise your thesis!

▶ Other things I am interested in include:
▶ Attempts at automated data collection using deep learning
▶ Language and pictures as data (NLP and Computer Vision)
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Data Sources

▶ World Values Survey: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org - Geographically coded
information about norms & values

▶ Demographics & Health Survey: https://dhsprogram.com/data/ - Also geocoded
information about D&H

▶ Eurostat: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database - Database about
European countries on aggregate (country) and more disaggregated levels

▶ Global Climate Database: http://www.worldclim.org/
▶ Clio-Infra: https://github.com/basm92/Clio
▶ Standard scholarly measures of politics: https://github.com/xmarquez/democracyData
▶ Correlates of war, armed conflicts: https://rdrr.io/cran/peacesciencer/
▶ Political protests: https://acleddata.com/
▶ Labor conflicts: https://datasets.iisg.amsterdam/dataverse/labourconflicts
▶ World Bank, IMF, Countries’ National Statistical Agencies, Countries’ Parliaments
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